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Abstract: Fluid flow through a sphere has practical applications in numerous areas of technology, for
instance, mineralogy, food engineering, and oilfield drilling. The goal of this paper is to look at how
quadratic thermal radiation and activation energy affect the dissipative flow of hybrid nanofluids
around a sphere with the heat source parameter. bvp4c (a MATLAB in-built function) is used to solve
a system of nonlinear ordinary differential equations, which is the transformed version of the system
of governing equations. Using multiple linear regression, the effects of relevant parameters on the
mass transfer rate, the Nusselt number, and the skin friction coefficient are investigated. The key
findings of this study are that increasing the radiation parameter improves the fluid temperature
and increasing the activation energy parameter improves the fluid concentration. When the Eckert
number and the parameter of the heat source are increased, the convective heat transmission is
reduced. It appears that the magnetic field parameter reduces the shear stress near the surface.
It is discovered that increasing the volume percentage of nanoparticles increases the skin friction
coefficient and increasing the Schmidt number increases the mass transfer rate. Furthermore, the
current results are validated against previously published data.

Keywords: hybrid nanofluid; sphere; quadratic thermal radiation; multiple linear regression;
activation energy; quadratic thermal convection; viscous dissipation

1. Introduction

The energy required to transform reactants into products, expressed as an absolute
minimum, is referred to as activation energy (AE). There are several applications for
this idea in the fields of water and oil emulsions, as well as in oil reservoir engineering.
An activation energy-dependent nonlinear radiative flow of Maxwell fluid was modelled
computationally by Mustafa et al. [1], and the Deborah number was stressed as a useful tool
to reduce the velocity of the fluid. Khan et al. [2] considered the Arrhenius action energy
term and elucidated the magnetohydrodynamic (MHD) Cross fluid flow by assuming an
elongating surface. They observed the reduction in the mass transfer rate with the rise in
activation energy. Kumar et al. [3] and Hayat et al. [4] examined the entropy generation
optimization on distinct nanofluid flows using various geometries with activation energy.
Cross fluid flow through a stable plate with activation energy and pressure gradient was
modelled by Mustafa et al. [5]. They discovered that lowering the reaction rate parameter
reduced the fluid concentration. Patil et al. [6] analyzed the impact of the roughness of the
boundary surface and diffusion of liquid gases, such as liquid oxygen and hydrogen, on
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mixed convection nanofluid flow past a sphere. Ullah et al. [7] used NDsolve procedures to
numerically resolve the mathematical model of non-Darcy nanofluid flow with the same
parameter. It was shown that increasing the Forchheimer number decreased the fluid
temperature. Ramaiah et al. [8] and Rashid et al. [9] used different stretching surfaces with
activation energy to elucidate various Maxwell fluid flows. Increasing the heat source
parameter led to a higher fluid temperature, whereas increasing the chemical reaction
parameter resulted in a lower fluid concentration. By assuming the same geometries and
the same parameter (activation energy), Haq et al. [10] and Islam et al. [11] discussed various
nanofluid flows and observed that the stratification parameter reduced the concentration
profiles. In a mixed convective flow of Casson fluid, Abdelmalek et al. [12] performed
entropy generation optimization and stability analyses. It was discovered that the Stefan
blowing parameter was well known for lowering fluid velocity. Li et al. [13] assumed a
Riga plate and elaborated the characteristics of the heat transfer of a viscous fluid with the
CC (Cattaneo—Christov) model using the HAM (Homotopy Analysis Method). Different
nanofluid flows in various geometries were researched by several researchers [14-19] to
see what effect the activation energy parameter had. As a result of their research, they
discovered that increasing the thermophoresis parameter raised the fluid temperature,
whereas increasing the Dufour number lowered the mass flux.

The magnetic field is used in various applications such as laser welding and other
operations, such as flow stabilization, the external magnetic field in the fluid flow plays
a vital role. MHD fluid has further applications in the industrial sector, including that of
a lubricant, since it precludes lubricant viscosity from changing unexpectedly with the
temperature. In Soundalgekar’s [20] explanation of the incompressible fluid flow amongst
two plates accompanied by an external magnetic field, the Laplace transform operations
were utilized. It was found that the strength of the magnetic field had a direct correlation
with the reduction in the velocity of the fluid. Oreper and Szekely [21] emphasized that the
magnetic field parameter was useful to modify the velocity field when buoyancy forces
were considered in a fluid flow. Andersson [22] observed that the impact of the magnetic
field was same as that of viscoelasticity on the flow field in the examination of viscoelastic
fluid flow by an elongating sheet. Patil et al. [23] carried out a numerical investigation of
a double diffusive mixed convection flow over a permeable vertical surface with surface
mass transfer in the presence of convective boundary conditions. Sadaf and Nadeem [24]
discovered that the rise in the magnetic field minimized the pressure gradient in their
analysis on the cilia-induced flow in a bending channel. The RKF (Runge-Kutta-Fehlberg)
method was utilized by Gholinia et al. [25] in order to solve the mathematical model of
the mixed convective flow of a nanofluid that was modelled using a circular cylinder at
the stagnation point. In comparison with the silver-based nanofluid, the temperature of
the copper-based nanofluid was seen to be significantly higher. Deo et al. [26] examined
the flow of a micropolar fluid within a porous cylindrical tube while an external magnetic
field was present. They found that the amount of microrotation decreased as the magnetic
field parameter increased. Later, several researchers [27-29] assumed porous media and
discussed the impact of the magnetic field on various flows under different boundary
conditions. Alharbi [26] graphically explained the impact of several parameters, including
the magnetic parameter, using the finite element method on the hybrid nanofluid flow
by a vertical plate. They found that the Prandtl number lessened the fluid temperature.
Recently, various researchers [30-36] examined the effect that various types of magnetic
field characteristics had on a variety of fluid flows over a variety of geometries. Finally, it is
worth mentioning here that nanofluid /hybrid nanofluid flows with different geometries
under the effect of different physical parameters were extensively examined by different
researchers [37-41].

Metal nanoparticles (NPs), in particular, plasmonic metal NPs including silver, gold,
and copper, have the highest thermal conductivities. These NPs possess local surface
plasmon resonance (LSPR) [42,43], which offers a very large heat transfer surface. In
addition to the NP size and composition, the morphology of the NPs has a significant
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impact on LSPR [41-43] and thus thermal conductivity. Therefore, in addition to the
composition of the NPs suspended in a nanofluid, their morphology should be taken
in consideration.

The previous literature led us to the conclusion that no work has been performed
on the topic of hybrid nanofluid flow over a sphere with activation energy and quadratic
thermal radiation. As a result, the purpose of this paper is to theoretically study the
quadratic convective flow of a hybrid nanofluid (Water + Cu + SiO;) across a sphere with
Arrhenius activation energy and quadratic thermal radiation. The results are presented
in a graphical format using bvp4c (MATLAB in-built function). In order to determine the
influence that the parameters have on the heat transfer rate, the mass transfer rate, and the
skin friction coefficient, a statistical method known as multiple linear regression is utilized.

2. Formulation

This work is intended to scrutinize the impact of quadratic thermal radiation and
Arrhenius activation energy on hybrid nanofluid (Water + Cu + SiO,) flow through a
convectively heated sphere with viscous dissipation and quadratic thermal convection
parameters. The current flow pattern of a fluid over a sphere is depicted in Figure 1. Table 1
presents the thermo-physical property values of the base fluid and the nanomaterials
utilized in the production of the present hybrid nanofluid. It is assumed that x is the
coordinate measured along the surface of the sphere starting from the lower stagnation
point and y is the coordinate measured in the direction normal to the surface of the sphere.
Surface temperature and free stream temperature are denoted by T, and T, respectively.
The heat flux and mass flux of the sphere are indicated by g, and sy, respectively. a is the
radius of the sphere; r = r(x) = asin(2) is the radial distance between the symmetrical
axis and the sphere’s surface, and g is the acceleration due to gravity. By is the uniform
magnetic field strength applied in the direction perpendicular to the surface. Fluid flow
is considered near the stagnation point only. In addition to this, it is presumed that the
induced magnetic field is not taken into account.

qW’ SW

Sy O W Y

~

3
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S

Figure 1. Flow diagram.
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In light of these presumptions, the governing equations and boundary conditions
for this problem can be expressed as follows (Alam et al. [44], Al-Kouz et al. [45], and
Irfan et al. [46]):

9% + 3y =0 1)
n . . uf B2
ugi +ody = DS 4 gr(T — Tw)sin(}) + gprr(T — Tw)sin(3) = lhu )
+8Bc(C — Coo) sin(%) + gh1c(C — Ceo)? sin(3)
T T 2T dgg ou'\?
(pcp)hnf (”ax + Uay) = khnfaiyz - By + Qo(T — Teo) + Hnf (8}/) 3)
oC  aC 9%C TI™ —Ey
—Q0:p—y—02° — _ M p _ _
aty—O.v—u—O,ay— khnf(Tw T),C=Cy 5)
asy = c0:u —=0,T = Te,C = Coo

Table 1. The values of base fluid and nanomaterial thermophysical properties (Jayadevamurthy et al. [47]).

Cu SiO,
S. No. Water (f) (s1) (s2)
1 p(Kg/m?) 997.1 8933 2200
2 Cp(J/KgK) 4179 385 745
3 k(W /m K) 0.613 400 14
4 o(Sm™1) 0.05 5.96 x 107 0.000975
Here: 43
__ =9 T4> 6
1R 3k dy (U * ©

With the aid of Taylor’s series expansion about Te, and by truncating the series after
the second-order term, we obtain:

T4~ TE + 4T3 (T — Too) + 6T (T — Too)? = 3T% — 8T T + 6T2 T2 @)
Using (7), (6) becomes:

= — — 8T, T T T
4R 3k ay <3Too 8TT + 6Ty )

dqr _ —320 % T3, 3°T N 240 x T2, ﬁ(T)z
dy  3Bkx  0y? 3k 0y?
With this, Equation (3) becomes:

oT T _ PT _ R0xT3 2T | 240+T2 P 2
(Pcp)hnf(”ﬁ +U@> =knnf Gz — Tams gt a0z (174 Qo(T = Too)

+ e Finf (ai)z ®)

pcl’)hnf ay

The variables for transformations proposed by Alam et al. [36] are:

E=12,5="LGN%5,p = vzGrOBF(E, 1), }

T =Teo+ (T — Teo)0(&,7),C = Coo + (Cio — Coo )P (&, 77) ©

~ =
QU v
B

_ 19y _ _
Note that u = Fay V=
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As a result of (9), Equation (1) is trivially satisfied, and Equations (2), (4), and (8) can
be redrafted as follows:

» of ) 7" 2
s = (6(F% —£3) — £ 1+ Eeot) + £7) (10

Lol 5 " a " 2
( %3541 I}r ng,)G 12R ((1 + (6, —1)0)0” + (6, — 1)¢’ )

ohsEar - (g o) - szs) 0

od ,0 , 1 m —E,
Ej<fa§—<1> aj;) — (14 cotg) = @ a1 +20) exp<1+w>q> (12)

The corresponding boundary conditions (5) for the present problem thus turn into:
aty=0:f=0,f'=0,60 =—-Bi(1-0),®o=1, (13)
asn —oo:f' 0,06 —0P—0

where * (prime) indicates the derivative wr.t 77.
It can be seen that near the lower stagnation point of the sphere, i.e.,, when ¢ ~ 0,
Equations (10)—(12) and the conditions in (13) can be redrafted as:

M G3 G31

1
TR — 20— L L 5467 4 5D 4 56,7 = 0 (14)

2
(%45%1 - gfgr)eff + 128 ((1+ (6, —1)0)0" + (6, — )8’ )

(15)
+20 + e Eacf"* + 8—;9 =0
Lo +2f®" — af[l + A0])" exp L P=0 (16)
Se¢ 1+ A6
atn =0:f=0,f'=0,0 =—-Bi(1-6),®=1, (17)
asy —»oo:f —-0,60—>0®—0
where
Gi=(1—¢2) [(1 —¢1) + 5}} 22 G = (1= ¢1)" (1 - 42),
_ o +207-2¢ ((rf—al)
31— (71+2(7f+([)1(17f7(71) i’
_ (72+2G3](7f72¢2(c310'f7172) _ k1+2kf724)1 (kf*k])
3 ‘72+2G310'f+¢2((c310'f_(72)) o4l ky+2k e+ (kp—ky) () ()
k2+2G41kf72¢2 G41kf*k2 ‘DCP ‘DCp
Gy = Gs = (1— 1— 1 2
4 k2+2G41kf+¢2(G41kf—kz) /G5 = (1=¢2) {( 91) + 1 PCp); 2 (vCp)
_ a0yBo? P‘C Y*Grg? _ G _ Bic(Cw—Cx)
M= var05 Pr= B = m’5 - @r’él 1/37C'
(Cov—Coo)at Tw—Teo)a° 40%T3, »
and G, — %,Gr — W/SC =R, = gk*khfe — %o
— AB (TZU*TOO) — E — Tw_Too — 2Kr ; a f
0% = HT’E” - k177qoo’)L =TT, AT vaGr0~5’B kGro5 -
Engineering Parameters of Concern
The friction factor is defined as:
3
Gria?
Cf = o Tw (18)

where T, = thf%-
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By using (9), the term in (18) can be redrafted as:

cf = Gilf:f“ (,0)

The following formulas are used to calculate heat and mass transmission rates:

aGr—025 aGr—025
Nu=gy————| ,Sh=sp—F—71— (19)
qu]kf(T‘w — Too) y:O me(CZU - COO) y:O
where g, = —kyp, f%—; (wall heat flux) and s, = —Dm% (wall mass flux).

The formulas in (19) are reworked with the help of (9) as:
Nu = —G4G419/(§,0), and Sh = —CD/(C, 0)

3. Validation of Current Results

Validation is carried out by comparing our results to those that were previously
published. A satisfactory compromise is reached (See Table 2).

Table 2. Comparison of current findings to previous results under specific circumstances such as
Pr=7.

4 Nu
Alkasasbeh [48] Current Results

0.959481 0.959467
100 0.957203 0.957216
200 0.950561 0.950569
300 0.939668 0.939648
400 0.924310 0.924301
500 0.904501 0.904499
600 0.880058 0.880050
700 0.851032 0.851037
800 0.816761 0.816799
900 0.779178 0.779172

4. Discussion of the Outcomes

Equations (10)—(12) together with the conditions in (13) are solved with the help of
bvp4c, a Matlab in-built function. The numerical solutions start at the lower stagnation
point of the sphere, i.e., ¢ ~ 0, with the initial profile as given by Equations (14)-(16)
along with the boundary conditions in (17) and proceed around the sphere up to point
{~ 27” The results are explained for two different types of nanofluids: mono nanofluid
(Water 4+ Cu) and hybrid (binary) nanofluid (Water + Cu + SiO,). In this study, we assume
the range of parametersas 0 < M < 3,0 < ¢; < 03,01 <4 < 3,01 < Bi <3,
01 <R, <1,01<Q;<0701<a<301<8S.<303<E,<3,01<E4<05,
072 <P <62,0<m<3.

The effect of the magnetic field (M) on the velocity profile is displayed in Figure 2a. It
is established that there is a negative correlation between the increase in the magnetic field
parameter and the velocity. A magnetic field has an effect on fluid motion. Fluid particles
form a chain when an attracting field is applied and flow in that direction. Particles create
a barrier that prevents liquids from flowing freely when they come into contact with one
another. The fluid velocity decreases as the viscosity increases. As a result, an increase in
the magnetic field causes a reduction in the velocity profile. The increase in the volume
percentage of nanoparticles causes an increase in the fluid viscosity, which in turn impedes
the flow of the fluid. As a result, the decrease in velocity is accompanied by an increase
in ¢ (volume fraction of nanoparticles) (Figure 2b). It can be clearly seen from Figure 2c
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that an increase in  (buoyancy parameter) results in an increase in the velocity of the
fluid. Generally, when the buoyancy parameter rises, there is a rise in the concentration
gradient. The greater the difference in concentration, the quicker the rate of diffusion. As a
result, particles move more quickly, therefore, the fluid velocity increases. Figure 3a shows
that an increase in the Biot number (Bi) causes an increase in the amount of heat that is
transferred to the fluid via the convection process. Because of this, the temperature of the
fluid increases (Figure 3a). When thermal radiation (R;) is incident continuously on a fluid,
depending on the type of fluid, the total or a portion of radiation is absorbed by the fluid,
increasing the energy of the fluid particles. As a result, the collisions between the particles
increase, and the fluid temperature increases (Figure 3b). As shown in Figure 3c, increasing
the heat source (Q¢) causes a rise in the fluid temperature due to the absorbing of more heat
energy from the source. It appears that the fluid concentration decreases as the reaction
rate parameter («) increases (Figure 4a). When S, (Schmidt number) rises, momentum
diffusivity surpasses mass diffusivity by a wide margin, indicating that the fluid moves
quickly and its concentration drops (Figure 4b). Figure 4c elucidates the impression of
activation energy (E,) on the concentration profile. A rise in the activation energy of a
fluid, in most cases, results in the reduction in its threshold energy, which in turn expresses
the average kinetic energy. From the above condition, we can conclude that the average
kinetic energy is lower. Hence, diffusion is lower, which leads to the high concentration of
the fluid.

Multiple linear regression is a statistical technique for estimating the correlation
amongst at least two independent variables and one dependent variable.

The formula for multiple linear regression is:

Yy =ag+a1x;+axxy+...+anxy

where y—dependent variable; x;—independent variable; ap—j-intercept; and a,—regression
coefficient of x; fori =1,2,...,n.

While obtaining the values of 4;’s, if the p-value is less than 0.05, then the relation
between y and x; is significant.

In this study, we use of the following models to determine the link between the
engineering parameters of importance, such as the rate of heat transfer, and the factors,
which include the radiation parameter:

Cf=ap+ap1 +aM+a3d (20)
Nu = by + b1Ry + bpEgi + b3Q; + badh (21)
Sh = cg+ 1S + coa + c3E;, (22)

With the assistance of 25 different sets of values for each equation, we can obtain the
following findings:

Cf =0.3894 4 3.9168¢; — 0.0938M + 0.94115 (23)
Nu = 0.1767 — 0.0136R,; — 0.0412E 4 — 0.0266Q; — 0.195¢, (24)
Sh = 0.2346 + 0.3674S. + 0.3851a — 0.0236E, (25)

According to Equation (23), M has a detrimental effect on the friction factor, but
¢1 and J have a positive influence on the same. Equation (24) exhibits the fact that the
radiation parameter, the Eckert number, the heat source, and the nanoparticle volume
fraction parameters have a detrimental effect on the Nusselt number. The relationship
between the Sherwood number and S, « can be seen in Equation (25). Moreover, the
activation energy parameter has a detrimental effect on the rate of mass transfer.
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5. Conclusions

In this study, the impact of the quadratic radiative flow of a dissipative hybrid
nanofluid (Water + Cu + SiO,) via a sphere with activation energy is investigated. The out-
comes are obtained using the bvp4c method. For the purpose of determining the influence
that relevant parameters have on engineering parameters such as the heat transfer rate, a
multiple linear regression analysis is performed. The primary findings of this work are
presented as follows:

The magnetic field parameter can be used to influence the fluid flow;

A bigger buoyancy ratio parameter escalates the fluid velocity;

An increase in the Biot number leads to the rise in the fluid temperature;

As the Eckert number improves, the Nusselt number decreases;

The concentration of the fluid enriches with the raise in the activation energy;

The increase in the Sherwood number is caused by a rise in both S, «;

The radiation parameter and the heat source parameter have a negative influence on

the Nusselt number;

e  The friction factor increases when the volume percentage of nanoparticles gets larger,
and the buoyancy ratio parameter also increases;

e In the future, this work may serve as a good reference case for extension to more

complicated situations, involving unsteady flows, non-uniform flows, and/or non-

spherical bodies.
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Nomenclature

a Radius of the sphere

Gy Local thermal Grashoff number

m Fitted rate constant

k Thermal conductivity (W-m~1.K~1)

g Acceleration due to gravity

f' Dimensionless velocity

Dy Molecular diffusivity (m2-s71)

T Dimensional temperature of fluid (K)

hy Convective heat transfer coefficient

60 Dimensionless temperature of fluid

Cp Heat capacity

C Dimensional concentration of fluid (mol-m~3)
u,v Velocity components in x, y directions (m-s—1)
Ex Eckert number

S¢ Schmidt number
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fex Mean absorption coefficient

E, Activation energy parameter

Qo Volumetric rate of heat source parameter

M Magnetic field parameter

Q¢ Heat source parameter

kq Boltzmann constant—8.314 J-mol~1-K

Eo Dimensional activation energy parameter

G, Local diffusion Grashoff number

P, Prandtl number

ko Chemical reaction rate

Bi Biot number

K, Dimensional reaction rate parameter

Greek Letters

U Dynamic viscosity of fluid (kg-m_1 s

o* Stefan-Boltzmann constant

6 Buoyancy ratio parameter

¢ Dimensionless coordinate

O Nonlinear thermal convection parameter
Kinematic viscosity (m?2-s~1)

Bt Volumetric coefficient of thermal expansion

114 Reaction rate constant

P Stream function

0 Density of fluid (kg-m~—3)

7 Similarity variable

Bc Volumetric coefficient of diffusion expansion

Bir Nonlinear thermal convection parameter

Bic Nonlinear diffusion convection parameter

log Electrical conductivity

Dimensionless nonlinear convection parameter related to species
concentration parameter

o Dimensionless concentration of fluid

0y Temperature ratio parameter

Subscripts

f Fluid

nf Nanofluid

hnf Hybrid nanofluid

3
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